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Although the implementation 

phase of this Synod is still       

ongoing at the local Churches’ 

level, the SECAM Secretariat is 

already focused on the          

Continental Evaluation Assembly 

scheduled for the first semester 

of 2028. 

To achieve this, a comprehensive 

roadmap has been established, 

which includes the following key 

steps: 

 Formation of the Continental 

Synodal Team: Responsible for 

coordinating the preparation 

and celebration of the Conti-

nental Evaluation Assembly. 

This team will ensure active 

and fruitful  participation of 

the Church in   Africa in the 

Universal Ecclesial Assembly 

in Rome in October 2028. 

 Creation of Regional Synodal 

Teams: These teams will work 

closely with the Continental 

Team to implement the     

synodal process at the         

regional level, prepare         

Regional Evaluation Assem-

blies, and ensure that all      

regions are  fully prepared for 

the continental assembly. 

 Seven Pastoral Priorities: In 

light of Pope Francis’s empha-

sis that “the Final Document is 

not strictly normative” and 

should be adapted to local 

contexts, the Standing     

Committee has approved  

seven priorities for the Church 

in Africa. These priorities are       

derived from a careful reading 

of the Synod’s Final           

Document, in dialogue with 

the pillars of SECAM’s Vision 

2025-2050, and in continuity 

with the deliberations of the 

20th Plenary Assembly of 

SECAM (Kigali, 2025). This 

framework allows Episcopal 

Conferences, dioceses,        

religious congregations, and 

lay movements to identify 

and add other priorities     

better suited to their local 

contexts, based on the same 

Final Document. 

 Preparatory Seminars: Two 

seminars will be held prior to 

the Continental Evaluation 

Assembly to ensure its       

success and fruitfulness. The 

assembly itself will take place 

after Easter 2028, serving to 

consolidate the working          

document and showcase the 

Church in Africa’s contribu-

tions to the universal Church. 

 Final Preparatory Seminar: 

Scheduled for August 22-25, 

2028, this seminar will       

prepare delegates selected for 

the Universal Ecclesial Assem-

bly in Rome. It aims to         

familiarize them with the    

African Final Document and 

Rome’s preparatory materials, 

fostering active and meaning-

ful participation. 

Meanwhile, the SECAM Secre-

tariat remains engaged in      

collecting,    documenting, and 

disseminating best practices of 

synodality across the continent. 

 

Rev. Fr. Rafael Simbine Junior 

Secretary General of SECAM 

SECAM HEADS TOWARDS THE CONTINENTAL EVALUATION ASSEMBLY 



3 

V
A

T
IC

A
N

 

POPE LEO HAS APPOINTED FOUR BISHOPS  
FOR THE CHURCH IN AFRICA 

Most Rev. Assandé Darius Ekou 

The Holy Father has appointed on February 27, 
2026, the Rev. Fr. Assandé Darius Ekou, until 
now rector of the parish-sanctuary Ste Famille de 
Nazareth and director of the Saint Kizito 
d’Abengourou diocesan Centre, as bishop of the 
diocese of Agboville, Cote d’Ivoire. The         
appointed bishop was born on 27 April 1968 in 
Bongouanou, in the diocese of Abengourou. He 
studied philosophy and theology at the Saint 
Cœur de Marie Major Seminary in Anyama. 

Most Rev. François Sylla 

On February 28, 2026, the Holy Father has     
accepted the resignation from the pastoral care of 
the metropolitan archdiocese of Conakry, Guinea, 
presented by Archbishop Vincent Coulibaly. He 
is succeeded by Archbishop François Sylla,    
hitherto coadjutor archbishop of the same       
metropolitan see, appointed the same day, by 
Pope Leo XIV. 

Most Rev. Noël Bernard Coulibaly 

The Holy Father has appointed on March 19, 
2026, the Rev. Fr. Noël Bernard Coulibaly, of the 
clergy of the diocese of Sikasso, Mali, until now 
bursar and coordinator of diocesan Caritas, as 
bishop of the same diocese. Noël Bernard      
Coulibaly was born on 17 December 1976 in 
Niono, in the diocese of Sikasso, Mali. He studied 
philosophy and obtained a bachelor’s degree in 
theology at the Saint Augustin Major Seminary in 
Bamako. 

Most Rev. Hailemariam Medhin Tesfay 

On March 21, the Holy Father has appointed the 
Rev. Fr. Hailemariam Medhin Tesfay, S.D.B., as 
coadjutor apostolic vicar of Gambella, Ethiopia. 
Hailemariam Medhin Tesfay was born on the      
1st October 1973 in Alitena, Ethiopia, to Medhin 
Tesfay and Amlesu Weldeselassie. After entering 
the novitiate of the Salesian Society of Saint John 
Bosco in Gotera, Addis Ababa, he gave his     
perpetual vows in 2002 in Addis Ababa. 
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On March 9, 2026, the Holy      
Father has appointed the          
distinguished Dr. Vera Songwe, co
-chair of the Independent       
High-Level Expert Group on    
Climate Finance, as Ordinary 
Member of the Pontifical Academy 
of Social Sciences. 

Citizen of Cameroon born in     
Nairobi, Kenya, on 31 August 
1968, Dr. Vera Songwe holds a   
degree in economics and political 
sciences from the University of 
Michigan, United States of      
America, and a doctorate in     
mathematical economics from the 
Université Catholique de Louvain, 
Belgium. From 1998 to 2015 she 
worked for the World Bank,     
holding various roles including that 
of National Director for Senegal, 
Cabo Verde, Gambia, Guinea    

Bissau and Mauritania, and from 
2015 to 2017 she served as         
Director for West and Central     
Africa of the International Finance 
Corporation. 

Subsequently, from 2017 to 2022, 
she held the office of Under-
secretary General of the United  
Nations and Executive Secretary of 
the Economic Commission for    
Africa of the United Nations. 
Founder and president of the       
Liquidity and Sustainability        
Facility, she is currently also a   
non-resident senior fellow at the 
Africa Growth Initiative of the 
Brookings Institution in Washing-
ton, United States of America. 

Source: Vatican Press  

POPE LEO XIV APPOINTS CAMEROONIAN ECONOMIST 
DR. VERA SONGWE AS MEMBER OF THE PONTIFICAL 

ACADEMY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Dr. Vera Songwe (Photo: EJS Center)  
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The Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of 
Africa and Madagascar (SECAM) Secretariat 
convened a virtual meeting on March 24, 2026, 
bringing together Church leaders and         
stakeholders across the continent to reflect on 
the ongoing Synod Implementation Phase. 

The meeting focused on directives issued by the 
SECAM Standing Committee aimed at    
strengthening the synodal model within the 
Church in Africa. Participants emphasized the 
importance of translating the outcomes of the 
Synod on Synodality into concrete actions within 
local churches, while encouraging the Synod 
Team to sustain momentum in implementing its 
resolutions. 

Although the implementation phase at diocesan 
and community levels, which began in June 2025, 
is expected to continue until December 2026, 
attention is already turning toward the Continen-
tal Ecclesial Assembly scheduled for the first half 
of 2028. In preparation, SECAM has established 
a Continental Synodal Team composed of eight 
members, including bishops, priests, religious 
sisters, and laypersons. The team will coordinate 
preparations and ensure Africa’s active participa-
tion in the Universal Synodal Assembly in Rome 
in October 2028. 

Seven key priorities 

In addition, each region has been tasked with 
forming Regional Synodal Teams to drive      
implementation at the grassroots level. These 
teams are expected to collaborate closely with the 
continental body and submit their membership to 
the SECAM Secretariat by March 31, 2026. 

The Standing Committee has also identified   
seven key priorities for the Church in Africa,  
inspired by the Synod’s Final Document and 
adapted to local realities. These priorities will 
guide discussions leading up to 2028. 

A series of preparatory seminars and meetings 
has been scheduled in Nairobi (May 12-15, 

2026), Yaoundé (May 11-14, 2027), Dar es    
Salaam (May 11-16, 2028) and Johannesburg 
(August 22-25, 2028). The process will ultimately 
feed into the global gathering in Rome, where 
African delegates will share their experiences and 
contributions to the universal Church. 

Collection of Synodality Best Practices 

We invite all dioceses, national and regional   
bodies, religious congregations, and other       
ecclesial entities to share ongoing initiatives, best 
practices, and experiences related to synodality. 
Please send these to the SECAM Secretariat 
(secamsec@yahoo.com; secamsg@yahoo.com). 
This will help us create a comprehensive map of 
current efforts across Africa, fostering             
coordination and shared learning. 

SECAM News 

MEETING ON THE IMPLEMENTATION  
OF THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 

EVANGELISATION 

Rev. Fr.  
Rafael  

Simbine 
 Junior 

Rev. Fr.  
Zéphirin  
Moube 
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THE SYNOD REPORTS ON POLYGAMY AND THE CRY  

OF THE POOR AND THE EARTH  
 

Two Final Reports from the Synod of 

Bishops were published on March 24: 

that of Study Group No. 2, on listening 

to the cry of the poor and the earth, and 

that of the SECAM Commission, on the 

pastoral challenge of polygamy. Both 

reflect the Church's commitment to  

pastoral action rooted in the Gospel and 

attentive to contemporary challenges. 

The report on the cry of the poor and the 

earth starts from the conviction that     

listening to these cries is an essential act 

of faith and not just a pastoral option.  

Inspired by the commandment of love 

and the parable of the Good Samaritan, 

the document proposes an integral       

listening that involves encounter,         

understanding, action, evaluation, and 

spiritual support. It is emphasized that the 

entire Church, and not just specialized 

structures, must assume this responsi-

bility. Among the concrete proposals is 

the creation of an Ecclesial Observatory 

on Disability, as a way to give voice to 

the marginalized. The text also highlights 

the need for a theology that arises from 

the reality of the poor and the earth, as 

well as a formation that includes direct 

experience in the peripheries and the   

development of listening as a spiritual 

discipline. The ultimate goal is a synodal 

Church that is itself a living instrument of 

listening and presence alongside the most 

vulnerable. 

The SECAM report addresses polygamy 

in the African context, recognizing the 

value of the family and its cultural roots. 

Although historically present, polygamy 

is considered incompatible with Christian 

doctrine, which affirms marriage as    

monogamous and indissoluble. The    

document excludes the recognition of 

polygamy and advises that polygamous 

catechumens only be baptized after freely 

assuming monogamy. However, it       

advocates for pastoral accompaniment 

marked by mercy and respect, with     

special attention to the dignity of women. 

Both reports demonstrate a Church that 

listens, discerns, and accompanies,   

seeking to respond faithfully to the    

challenges of the modern world. 

SECAM News, with Vaticannews 

A work session during the Synod 
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THE CHURCHES OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH CALL FOR “A JUST  

TRANSITION BEYOND FOSSIL FUELS” 
 

The Global South Catholic Church    
organised an importtant webinar on 
March 16, 2026 on the Care for Our 
Common Home. At this event, Leaders 
from across the world, with African 
voices, issued a renewed call for climate 
justice and a just transition beyond    
fossil fuels. 

The event marked the launch of the 
“Manifesto of the Churches of the Global 
South for Our Common Home,” bringing 
together bishops, theologians, and       
climate advocates from across continents. 
More than 1 000 participants joined the 
online gathering, and the message from 
Africa stood out clearly: climate action 
must prioritize justice, dignity and the 
protection of vulnerable communities. 

Leaders Voices 

Speaking on behalf of Africa, Cardinal 
Fridolin Ambongo Besungu, President of 
the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences 
of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM), 
stressed that the continent continues to 
bear the brunt of environmental harm  
despite contributing the least to global 
emissions. His message was delivered by 
Rev. Fr. Rafael Simbine Junior, Secretary 
General of SECAM. 

“A just transition must ensure that the 
dignity of people and the protection of 
creation remain at the center of global 
decisions,” he said, highlighting the risks 
to both populations and biodiversity 
across the continent. 

Among the participants was Brazilian 
Cardinal Jaime Spengler, president of the 
Latin American and Caribbean Episcopal 
Council (CELAM), who spoke on the 
panel to explain the motivations behind 
the manifesto and its significance for  
Latin America. 

Cardinal Filipe Neri Ferrão, president of 
the Federation of Asian Bishops’       
Conferences (FABC), emphasized that 
Asia faces a complex situation in which 
large industrial centers dependent on coal 
coexist with coastal communities        
vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change. 

African contributions were further 
strengthened by regional experts,         
including Jesuit priest Rigobert Minani, 
who reflected on grassroots realities and 
the need for community-driven solutions. 

SECAM News 

JUSTICE, PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 



8 

CARITAS AFRICA CALLS FOR RENEWED COMMITMENT  

TO JUSTICE AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION 
 

Catholic Church leaders from across Africa 
have issued a strong call for renewed     
commitment to charity, justice and social 
transformation, marking 20 years since the 
landmark encyclical Deus Caritas Est. This 
call is made in the declaration adopted at a 
continental gathering held in Abidjan, Côte         
d’Ivoire, from March 16 to 20, 2026. 

Organised by Caritas Africa, the meeting 
brought together cardinals, bishops, priest, 
religious, Caritas directors and lay partners 
from 46 countries under the theme: “Caritas 
as a catalyst for love, service and social 
transformation in Africa.” Participants      
described the event as a moment of spiritual 
renewal and   unity, emphasizing that charity 
is not  optional but central to the Church’s   
identity. 

Building on earlier assemblies in Mumemo, 
Kinshasa, and Dakar, the Abidjan Declara-
tion reaffirmed that  Caritas, the Church’s 
humanitarian arm, must remain rooted in its 
spiritual mission while responding               
to growing social challenges. Leaders     
highlighted persistent issues such as poverty,        
corruption, conflict and inequality, noting 
that these are often driven by structural     
injustices. 

The declaration also praised the guidance of 
Pope Leo XIV, particularly his recent    
teaching Dilexi Te, which calls for deeper 
solidarity with the poor. Delegates stressed 
that “the poor are not a social problem but a 
family matter,” urging the Church to measure 
love by its real impact. 

Among key commitments, African bishops 
pledged to strengthen governance and       
accountability within Caritas, promote local 
funding to ensure independence, and amplify 
advocacy against corruption and exploitation 

of natural resources. They also called for 
greater inclusion of women and youth in 
leadership roles. 

Importantly, the declaration endorsed    
stronger collaboration between SECAM and 
Caritas Africa, building on a directive signed 
in Accra in 2025. 

Rev. Fr. Uchechukwu Obodoechina, director 
of the Justice, Peace and Development   
Commission (JPDC) of the Symposium of 
Episcopal Conference of Africa and        
Madagascar (SECAM) took part in this  
meeting. He emphasized the need for better 
coordination and synergy in charity among 
the stakeholders.  

The Executive Secretary of Caritas Africa, 
Mrs Lucy Esipila Dabire, expressed her    
gratitude for the success of this gathering. 

As the gathering concluded, Church  leaders 
expressed hope that Caritas in Africa would 
continue to serve as a “prophetic force,” 
bringing light to communities facing       
hardship. 

SECAM News 

Rev. Fr. Uchechukwu Obodoechina (Ph: Caritas Africa 

Some participants of the meeting during a work session (Ph: Caritas Africa) 
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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS URGE JUST EUROPEAN UNION SEED 

LAW TO PROTECT FARMERS AND BIODIVERSITY 
 

Accra, 13 March 2026 – A coalition of 

Christian organisations and develop-

ment agencies has called on European 

Union (EU) policymakers to ensure that 

the proposed EU law on Plant            

Reproductive Material (PRM) protects 

farmers’ rights, biodiversity and global 

food security, particularly in Africa and 

other regions of the Global South. 

In a joint letter addressed to European 

Parliament Rapporteur Herbert         

Dorfmann, European Commissioner for 

Health and Animal Welfare Olivér 

Várhelyi, and EU agriculture ministers, 

the organisations expressed concern over 

the ongoing Trilogue negotiations on the 

PRM Regulation. They warned that EU 

seed legislation could have significant 

global consequences, especially for 

smallholder farmers who rely on         

traditional seed systems. 

The signatories include the Symposium 

of Episcopal Conferences of Africa and 

Madagascar (SECAM), the Latin     

American and Caribbean Episcopal 

Council, the World Council of Churches, 

CIDSE, ACT Alliance EU, Brot für die 

Welt, Caritas Europa, Caritas Africa, 

Caritas MONA, the Catholic             

Commission for Justice and Peace       

Harare, the European Christian Environ-

mental Network, and Swiss Church Aid. 

Farmers’ rights to seeds 

Through their partnerships with local 

communities across Africa, the            

organisations highlighted that farmers’ 

rights to save, exchange and sell seeds 

are essential for maintaining local       

biodiversity and ensuring resilient food 

systems. These rights are particularly  

important for Africa’s small-scale     

farmers, who depend on locally adapted 

seeds for sustainable agriculture and   

climate resilience. 

The coalition noted that farmers’ rights to 

seeds are recognised under international 

frameworks such as the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and    

Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the             

International Treaty on Plant Genetic  

Resources for Food and Agriculture 

(ITPGRFA), and the UN Declaration on 

the Rights of Peasants (UNDROP). 

The organisations therefore urged EU 

policymakers to adopt legislation that 

allows farmers to freely exchange plant 

reproductive material, supports            

agrobiodiversity, and ensures transparent 

governance of seed systems. 

SECAM News 

mailto:https://secam.org/wp-content/uploads/PRM-Trilogue-letter-by-FBOs-11-3-2026.pdf
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BISHOPS SHOULD LEAD THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SYNODALITY, 
SAYS BISHOP MFUMBUSA 

 

During the launch of the AMECEA  
synodality formation manual and      
synodality songs in the Association of 
Member Episcopal Conferences in   
Eastern Africa (AMECEA), the keynote 
speaker stressed that the future of     
synodality in the Catholic Church 
across Eastern Africa rests with the 
bishops. 

According to Bishop Bernardin Francis 
Mfumbusa of Kondoa Diocese, Tanzania, 
in his address read by Bishop Edwin 
Mwansa Mulandu of the Mpika Diocese, 
Zambia, the success of implementation of 
Synodality depends largely on Bishops. 

“Your Excellencies, you hold the keys to 
implementation in your dioceses. A  
manual on a shelf does not form a      
synodal Church,” he warned. He urged 
Church leaders in the region to take   
concrete steps to ensure that every    
deanery and parish has access to the  
newly launched resource, and to integrate 
it into ongoing formation programmes for 
the clergy, religious houses of formation, 
catechist training centres, and diocesan 
synodal assemblies. 

The launch event marked the culmination 
of a process that began in May 2025, 

when the AMECEA Secretariat initiated 
a structured consultative process          
involving all eight-member Episcopal 
Conferences across the AMECEA region. 

The urgency of formation 

“This was not a document written about 
the People of God; the People of God 
wrote it,” the Zambian Prelate stressed. 
Bishop Mfumbusa, who is also president 
of the Pan-African Episcopal Committee 
for Social Communications (CEPACS), 
explained in his discourse that in         
developing the manual, the Church in the 
AMECEA region has begun to “practise 
what we preach about synodality.” 

The keynote address underscored the  
urgency of formation, citing 
the Final Document on Synodality, which 
calls the implementation phase a matter 
that must be treated with urgency. The 
Synod on Synodality, which concluded in 
October 2024, was described not as an 
endpoint but as a commission, one that 
requires systematic formation at every 
level of the Church. 

Sr. Jecinter Antoinette Okoth, FSSA 

COMMUNICATION 

Most Rev. Bernardin Francis Mfumbusa of Kondoa (Tanzania), Chairman of CEPACS 

https://www.synod.va/content/dam/synod/news/2024-10-26_final-document/ENG---Documento-finale.pdf
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DIGITAL MISSIONARIES: “WHO INFLUENCES THE INFLUENCERS?” 

 

Nearly 200 participants gathered in 
Rome for a conference organized by 
four pontifical universities dedicated to 
reflecting on the pastoral, spiritual,   
human, and intellectual formation   
needed for the emerging mission field of 
digital evangelization. 

The conference took place on March 17, 
2026, at the Aula Magna “Giovanni   
Paolo II” of the Pontifical University of 
the Holy Cross. “The goal is not simply 
to be present there, but to go where    
people are, open a path for them, and  
accompany them so that they may come 
to the Father’s house,” emphasized   
Monsignor Lucio Ruiz, the secretary of 
the Dicastery for Communication, in his 
introduction to the conference entitled 
“Digital Missionaries: What Training?” 

Participants reflected on how priests,  
religious and lay faithful can be better 
prepared to proclaim the Gospel in the 
digital culture that increasingly shapes 
human relationships and social life. 

The faculties of communication of four 
pontifical universities - the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross, the       
Pontifical Lateran University, the       
Pontifical Gregorian University, and the 
Salesian Pontifical University, with the 
collaboration of the Dicastery for     
Communication - organized the           
conference. 

Pastoral responsibility and spiritual 
challenges 

The first session explored the pastoral 
dimension of digital evangelization,    
emphasizing that communication is not 
simply a technical skill but a central    
element of the Church’s mission. 

Professor Massimiliano Padula from the 
Lateran University reflected on the    
emergence of what he called a “pastoral 
grassroots,” shaped by the interaction  
between digital culture and the lived   
experience of faith communities. 

The conference also addressed the      
spiritual challenges posed by digital    
culture. Rev. Fr. Peter Lah from the   
Gregorian University reflected on the   
nature of online communication, warning 
that digital networks often reward       
superficial engagement rather than      
authentic dialogue. 

The final sessions highlighted the        
importance of intellectual and theological 
formation for those engaged in digital 
evangelization. 

For those beginning to engage in      
evangelization online, Anastasia Pinto, 
one of the participants, also offered a 
word of encouragement, especially to 
young people interested in the digital 
mission. 

SECAM News, with Fr. Mark Destura   

Participants reflected on the digital evangelization (Illustration, Vaticannews) 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2026-03/digital-pontifical-universities-missionaries-rome-communication.html
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ACEAC MAKES STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION A LEVER 
FOR PEACE IN CENTRAL AFRICA 

The Association of Episcopal           
Conferences of Central Africa (ACEAC) 
organized a strategic   communication 
training workshop in Kigali, Rwanda, 
from February 3 to 6, 2026, focusing on 
building and consolidating peace. 

This meeting, which brought together 
bishops and their staff, was part of the 
implementation of recommendations 
from the ACEAC Plenary Assembly held 
in Kinshasa in December 2025, which 
emphasized the need to strengthen the 
Church's capacity in communication,   
advocacy, and conflict prevention. 

The overall objective of this workshop 
was to strengthen the capacity of bishops 
and their staff in strategic communication 
to support advocacy, peacebuilding, and 
peace consolidation. Specifically, it 
aimed to enable participants to master the 
fundamentals of strategic communica-
tion, improve their communication    
practices, and develop communication 
plans adapted to their local contexts. 

Through presentations, group work, and 
case studies, participants analyzed the 
communication challenges specific to the 
Great Lakes and Central Africa            
sub-region. One of the major outcomes of 
this training was the development of a 
proposed strategic communication plan 
for ACEAC, geared towards promoting 
peace, social cohesion, and living       

together in harmony. 

In his closing remarks, the President of 
ACEAC emphasized that this workshop had 
enabled participants to move beyond a superfi-
cial understanding of communication and 
adopt a strategic, structured, and                  
results-oriented approach. Convinced of the 
positive impact of such an approach on the 
effectiveness of pastoral work, he                
recommended that this type of training be   
replicated within Episcopal Conferences,    
dioceses, ecclesial structures, and Christian 
communities. 

Through this initiative, ACEAC reaffirms its 
commitment to making strategic communica-
tion a key pastoral tool to support the peoples 
of Central Africa on the path to lasting peace, 
justice, and     reconciliation. 

Sophie Agulungu  S
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ACEAC 

Participants of the workshop/ACEAC 
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In Cameroon, where the Pope will  
visit from April 15 to 18, Archbishop 
Jean Mbarga of the Archdiocese of    
Yaoundé has called for active            
participation from Catholics. In a      
pastoral letter issued March 16, he urged 
the faithful to turn out in large numbers 
along papal routes and emphasized three 
key areas of preparation: mobilisation, 
unity, and prayer. 

Describing the visit as “an event of 
grace,” Archbishop Mbarga highlighted 
its spiritual importance, noting that the 
Pope comes as Vicar of Christ to 
strengthen the faithful and as a father 
among his people. He also encouraged 
liturgical groups to prepare vibrant 
songs, music and dances, while inviting 
all believers to remain united in     
prayerful anticipation and to participate 
fully in the visit’s key celebrations. 

In Equatorial Guinea also, prepara-
tions are also underway for the Pope’s 
April 21-23 visit. Archbishop Juan Nsue 
Edjang Mayé of Malabo described the 
visit as inclusive, stressing that the Pope 

comes for all people, regardless of 
faith. 

Upon arrival in Malabo on April 21, 
Pope Leo XIV will attend an official 
welcome ceremony before meeting  
President Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo and addressing political    
leaders, civil society, and diplomats. He 
will also meet representatives of the   
cultural sector and visit patients at a  
psychiatric hospital. 

On April 22, the Pope will celebrate 
Mass in Mongomo, visit a technology 

school, and travel to Bata to visit a   
prison, pray at a memorial for victims of 
the March 2021 explosion, and meet 
families and young people. 

The journey will conclude on April 23 
with a final Mass in Malabo. 

SECAM News, with Jude Atemanke 

ACERAC 

APOSTOLIC VISIT: POPE LEO XIV AWAITED IN JOY BY 
CATHOLICS IN CAMEROON AND EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

The Vatican on March 16, 2026, released the official itinerary for the 
first Apostolic Journey of Pope Leo XIV to Africa, scheduled for April 
13-23, 2026. The visit will take him to four countries – Algeria,    
Cameroon, Angola and Equatorial Guinea – marking his first trip to 
the continent since his   election in May 2025. 

Archbishop Jean Mbarga 

Archbishop Juan Nsue Edjang Mayé (Left) 
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In March 2026, the Metropolitan Bishop of 
the Latin Church of Egypt undertook a 
pastoral visit to Aswan, where he met with 
representatives of the various church   
communities. 

Bishop Claudio Lurati, Metropolitan of the 
Latin Church in Egypt, opened his pastoral 
visit to Aswan with a friendly meeting with 
the children of the Latin parish, in the    
presence of Monsignor Antoine Tawfik, 
Deputy Bishop of the Latin Church, and 
Father Touldi, Pastor of the Aswan Church, 
in addition to the Componian Fathers. 

The Latin Parish in Aswan is a vital pastoral 
center, serving foreign communities and 
tourists of various nationalities, in addition 
to its special interest in serving the          
Sudanese community, which reflects its 
open and diverse nature. 

The church, known as the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception and St. Daniel 
Comboni, holds historical and spiritual   
value, as it preserved the remains of St. 
Daniel Comboni between 1901 and 1958, 
before moving them to the Principality 
Headquarters in Verona. 

This visit comes within the framework of 
the Metropolitan of the Latin Church's    

follow-up on the conditions of the various 
parishes in Egypt, and the strengthening of 
the pastoral and spiritual presence among 
the faithful, especially in areas of an interna-
tional and multicultural character.  

The Catholic Church of Aswan was founded 
in 1896 by the Daniel Comboni missioners. 
The Comboni missioners, together with  
religious Sisters, local priests and pastoral 
agents, animate the local church to the spirit 
of mission, both in parish as well as in a 
school and dispensary.  

Earlier on March 15, 2026, Bishop Claudio 
Lurati made a pastoral visit to Hurghada. In 
the church of St. Joseph, with Bishop Mario 
Pieracci from Rome, Italy, they  concele-
brated the Holy Mass, with the Christian 
Community.  

Originally from Italy, Bishop Claudio Lurati 
leads Alexandria Vicariate in Egypt,       
fostering interfaith dialogue, pastoral care, 
education, healthcare initiatives, and       
supporting migrants’ integration into local 
communities. 

SECAM News, 

with lemessager-online.com 

AHCE 

PASTORAL VISIT OF BISHOP CLAUDIO LURATI TO ASWAN 

Most Rev.  Claudio Lurati 
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Members of the Sudan and South     
Sudan Catholic Bishops' Conference 
(SSSCBC) have strongly condemned 
what some UN agencies have described 
as yet another massacre of innocent 
civilians in South Sudan’s Jonglei 
State. 

“We condemn, in the strongest possible 
terms, these heinous and senseless     
killings. There can be no justification 
whatsoever for the murder of innocent 
civilians. Such acts are an offence 
against God, the Author of Life, and a 
grave sin against humanity. We stand in 
unwavering solidarity with our suffering 
people in Ayod and Abiemnhom, who 
have once again been plunged into 
mourning, fear, and displacement,” the 
Bishops said. 

According Church sources in the region, 
at least 169 people were killed in what 
has been described as “intercommunal 
violence that is politically motivated.” 
The number of those who have died is 
expected to rise among those with      
serious injuries. 

The Bishops’ Statement released to the 
media on Tuesday, 4 March, is signed 
by all members of the Bishops’        
Conference. The prelates say they are 
profoundly appalled and saddened by 
the deeply alarming and “persistent   
cruelty of violence.” 

SOUTH SUDAN: THE STRONG CONDEMNATION OF THE 
BISHOPS FOLLOWING MASSACRE IN JONGLEI STATE 

Revenge is not justice 

“We have received distressing reports of 
the brutal targeting and killing of       
innocent civilians in Ayod County of 
Jonglei State and Abiemnhom County in 
the Ruweng Administrative Area”.  
Bishops qualify these acts as “a tragic 
loss of life,” denouncing an alarming 
impunity. 

The Bishops add, “The culture of deadly 
revenge has taken deep root in parts of 
our society. Cycles of retaliation, fuelled 
by anger, collective blame, and historical 
grievances, continue to destroy families, 
weaken communities, and rob our     
children of their future. Revenge is not 
justice. Collective punishment is not 
strength. Blood for blood is not dignity. 
This mentality must end,” affirm the 
Bishops. 

The violence comes amid growing     
political instability in South Sudan. 
Clashes between the South Sudan     
People's Defence Force (SSPDF) and the 
Sudan People's Liberation Army-In-
Opposition (SPLA-IO) in parts of 
Jonglei have sadly become frequent. 

Rev. Fr. Paul Samasumo  

(Extract/Vaticannews) 

“Revenge is not justice,” said the South Sudan Bishops 

AMECEA 
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CERAO/RECOWA 

On March 5, 2026, the Ghana Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference (GCBC) has issued a 
pastoral directive to priests to celebrate  
Holy Mass each year on 7 March for the 
cause of the beatification of the Servant of 
God, Cardinal Peter Porekuu Dery. 

The Catholic Church in Ghana formally  
began the process toward the beatification of 
Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery in June 2013, 
during a memorial Mass at Tamale Jubilee 
Park.  

A formal request was sent shortly after to 
the Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes 
of Saints, and on 13 July 2013, the Vatican 
granted the nihil obstat,   allowing the cause 
to proceed. With this, Cardinal Dery was 
given the title “Servant of God,” marking 
the first stage in the journey toward       
sainthood. 

Diocesan Investigation 

The Diocesan phase of the cause opened on 
9 May 2015 in the Archdiocese of Tamale. 
The inquiry was tasked with collecting   
documentation about his life, ministry, and 
reputation for holiness, as well as            
testimonies from people who knew him. 

By June 2016, investigators had interviewed 
45 witnesses in several dioceses, including 
Tamale, Damongo, Yendi, Navrongo-

Bolgatanga, and Wa. 

This stage gathers evidence on whether the 
candidate lived a life of heroic virtue, 
which would allow the Church to     declare 
him “Venerable.” If a miracle attributed to 
his intercession is later  approved, he could 
then be beatified and given the title 
“Blessed.” 

First indigenous Priest 

Born on 10 May 1918 in Zimuopare near 
Nandom in Ghana’s Upper West Region, 
Cardinal Dery became the first indigenous 
priest from the region when he was        
ordained on 11 February 1951. He was  
appointed the first Bishop of Wa in 1960 
and played a pioneering role in introducing 
liturgical inculturation, while also          
establishing schools and a minor seminary. 

He later served as Apostolic Administrator 
and then Bishop of Tamale, becoming its 
first Archbishop in 1977. After retiring in 
1994, he was created a cardinal in 2006 by 
Pope Benedict XVI. He died on 6 March 
2008 at age 89. 

SECAM News,  

with Gabriel Asempa Antwi 

TOWARDS THE BEATIFICATION OF CARDINAL PETER DERY 

GHANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS INSTITUTE ANNUAL MASS 

Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery 
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The Holy See has published the official 
program for the apostolic journey of 
Pope Leo XIV to Algeria, the first leg 
of an African tour scheduled from 
April 13 to 23, 2026, which will also 
take him to Cameroon, Angola, and 
Equatorial Guinea. 

On Monday, April 13, the Pontiff will 
leave Rome at 8:00 a.m. for Algiers, 
where he will arrive an hour later.     
Officially welcomed at Houari 
Boumediene International Airport, he 
will participate in a welcoming          
ceremony before visiting the Martyr's 
Memorial (Maqam Echahid) to pay  
tribute to the martyrs of the Algerian 
War of Independence and National   
Liberation.  

A courtesy visit to the President of the 
Republic is also planned, followed by a 
meeting with authorities, civil society, 
and the diplomatic corps at the Djamaa 
el Djazair Conference Center. In the  
afternoon, the Pope will visit the Great 
Mosque of Algiers, followed by a      
reception center run by the Augustinian 
Missionary Sisters. The day will       

conclude with a meeting with the    
Catholic community at the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Africa, where he will      
deliver a speech. 

The following day, April 14, Pope Leo 
XIV will travel to Annaba. He will visit 
the archaeological site of Hippo Regius, 
a major center of early Christianity, as 
well as a retirement home. Mass will be 
celebrated in the Basilica of Saint      
Augustine before his return to Algiers in 
the evening. 

On April 15, a departure ceremony will 
mark the end of this Algerian leg of his 
trip, before his flight to Yaoundé. 

The trip's logo, inspired by an ancient 
Christian stele preserved in Annaba,  
features two doves drinking from a 
spring, a symbol of peace. The chosen 
motto, "Peace be with you", expressed in 
Arabic as "Essalem Aleikoum",          
underlines the message of dialogue and 
fraternity between Christians and     
Muslims. 

Charles Ayetan 

CERNA 

APOSTOLIC JOURNEY OF POPE LEO XIV TO ALGERIA 

………….. 
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CEROI 

BISHOP JEAN MICHAËL DURHÔNE 

“GRAND OFFICER OF THE ORDER OF THE STAR  

AND KEY OF THE INDIAN OCEAN” 

Grand Officer of the Order of the Star and 
Key of the Indian Ocean (GOSK). This is 
the distinction bestowed by the Mauritian 
state upon the Bishop of Port Louis,    
Bishop Jean Michaël Durhône. The award 
was presented on the occasion of           
Independence and Republic Day, in    
recognition of his contributions in the    
religious and social spheres. 

Bishop Durhône accepted this decoration 
with joy and humility, he stated in a press 
release, emphasizing that this award "also 
recalls the close collaboration that the   
Catholic Church seeks to maintain with the 
Mauritian government." 

The Bishop of Port Louis also expressed his 
gratitude to all those who support him, in 
times of joy and hardship, enabling him to 
fulfill his mission. In total, 21 people      
received the GOSK distinction during this 
year's Independence Day celebrations. In 
addition to the Bishop of Port Louis, the 
recipients include writer Natacha Appanah, 
businessman Arnaud Dalais, politician and 
lawyer Vedasingam Baloomoody, former 
Minister of Sports Michael Glover, and  

cardiologist Dr. Sunil Gunness. 

Four individuals were awarded the highest 
state honor, Grand Commander of the Order 
of the Star and Key of the Indian Ocean 
(GCSK): Dr. Patrick Herminie, President of 
Seychelles; Jean-Claude de l’Estrac, for  
services rendered in politics and journalism; 
and politicians Rajesh Bagwan and Shakeel 
Mohamed. 

Most Rev. Jean Margéot and Maurice Piat 
were also decorated by the Mauritian state 
in the past. Previously, Most Rev. Jean  
Margéot had been elevated to the rank of 
Grand Commander of the Order of the Star 
and Key of the Indian Ocean (GOSK) and 
Grand Commander of the Order of the Star 
and Key of the Indian Ocean (GCSK).  
Bishop Maurice Piat was made GOSK in 
2009 and GCSK in 2017. 

Source: La Vie Catholique, N°12,  

20-26 mars 2026, p. 35 

Bishop Jean Michaël Durhône 
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IMBISA STATEMENT AT THE MEMORARE  

INITIATIVE WORKSHOP ON SAFEGUARDING 

The Memorare Initiative Seminar, organised by 
IMBISA under the theme “Enhancing child   
protection through training, awareness and     
advocacy in IMBISA,” took place from              
1 to 8 March 2026 at the Padre Pio Retreat 
Centre,  Pretoria/South Africa.  

Delegates from all IMBISA Episcopal           
Conferences participated, including bishops, 
priests, religious, and lay people. At the end of 
the seminar, the delegates reached the following 
conclusions and recommendations: 

 Safeguarding is an integral part of the 
Church’s mission, focused on ensuring a safe 
and dignified environment for all, with an 
unwavering commitment to protecting mi-
nors and vulnerable adults. Therefore, the 
delegates affirm their commitment to       
prioritising protection, promoting healthy 
attitudes, and justice within ecclesial and 
civil communities. 

 The objective of promoting safeguarding is 
to prevent abuse and protect minors and  
vulnerable adults through awareness and 
implementation of clear safeguarding    
guidelines. 

 Safeguarding involves the entire ecclesial 
reality to create a culture of care and        
protection. Therefore, the delegates declare 
their unwavering commitment to adopting a 
culture of prevention, vigilance, transparency 
and accountability. 

 The meeting called for prudence, courage, 
and determination in affirming a church that 
is safe for all. 

 When recruiting people for any position, 
proper and careful vetting should be        
conducted. 

 The delegates commit to ongoing family 
pastoral care, education, training, and       
capacity-building activities to improve their 
understanding of protection and               
safeguarding. 

 Synodal spirituality, with listening and    
conversion of heart, is seen as fundamental 
to a true culture of protection in the Church. 

 In line with the Universal Guidelines  
Framework on the protection of minors and 
vulnerable adults, we maintain zero tolerance 
in responding to and reporting cases of 
abuse, whether emotional, physical, sexual, 
spiritual, or cultural. Policies need to be  
regularly reviewed in order to align them 
with the current legislative norms and      
requirements of the Code of Canon and Civil 
Law. 

 The meeting calls on all clergy, religious and 
laity to prioritise the safeguarding of minors 
and vulnerable adults. Further, serve as role 
models for other members of the communi-
ties and refrain from any actions or          
behaviour that will bring the church into 
disrepute and harm people. 

 Encourage Episcopal conferences to estab-
lish safeguarding structures at all levels and 
implement Codes of Conduct in accordance 
with the Memorare Initiative. 

IMBISA Communications 

IMBISA 
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Participants of the workshop 
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